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This article discusses the degree of which students of Institutions of Higher Learning (IPT) students 
care about the symbols of Malaysian nationality as Malaysian identities. These HEIs are composed of 
Public Institutions of Higher Learning (IPTA) and Private Institutions of Higher Learning (IPTS) 
located in Peninsular Malaysia only. These national symbols include the National Assembly, National 
Anthem, National Flag, National Flower and National Language. This article reports the quantitative 
analysis conductedusing a set of questionnaire. A total of 150 respondents were involved in answering 
the questionnaire as a pilot study. The data were analyzed descriptively using SPSS version 24. 
Preliminary survey results found that the level of concern for students of the national symbols as a 
Malaysian identity was in good standing with an alpha value of 0.776. This finding is one of the 
benchmarks of the younger generation's spirit of patriotism towards Malaysia. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
Malaysia celebrates National Day every year on the 31st of August. It is a custom that events 
such as the parade and mass march will take place from the morning to highlight the spirit of 
patriotism among all races of Malaysians, skin colors and nationalities. Attending a parade 
event or simply placing dozens of pieces of Jalur Gemilang on a vehicle or attending national 
service campaign activities can spark a sense of love for the country (Mohd Zahari Yusoff, 
Muhammad Shukri Salleh and Meer Zhar Farouk Amir Razli, 2006). In the face of a wide 
variety of religions, cultures and peoples, societies are constantly at odds with this element of 
national identity. This situation is common in a multiracial country, culturally and religiously 
diverse as Malaysia. Therefore, in such diversity, national identity must be established. 
Therefore, no compromise is allowed. 
All levels of society need to be resolute, not just expecting the government to reinforce the 
value of the national identity. National identity does not belong to any single one party but to 
all. As such, it is the responsibility of all parties to build and maintain Malaysian national 
identity. Especially the Malay community should stick to the principles of national identity 
because it is based on race and religion. On the other hand, they should be more open to their 
national identity. They should open up some space to accept the principles of nationality and 
national identity that should serve as an umbrella for nation building (Shamrahayu Ab Aziz. 
January 26, 2016. Daily News). 
Before and after the country's independence in 1957, some of the most frequently asked 
questions include the symbols of national identity. With the national spirit still burning, the 
dominant ethnic groups, especially among the nationalist and the patriotic groups,felt the 
need for culture and language associated with them to become the icons and the identities of 
the nation. The National Anthem, National Flag, National Emblem, National Flower (the 
Hibiscus) and the National language, which is the Malay language, should be used as 
symbols of the identity of a country. The recognition and acceptance of the emblem should 
also be accepted by other ethnic groups as part of the social contract, thus giving birth to the 
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collective value of the group. This fact cannot be compromised because language patriotism 




The objective of this article is to look at the level of concerns of students from the public and 
private institutions of higher learning (IPTs) in Peninsular Malaysia regarding the symbols of 
nationality as Malaysian identities. 
 
3.0 METHODOLOGY 
The design of this study is a survey conducted using questionnaire. A total of 150 
respondents comprising IPTA and IPTS students in Peninsular Malaysia were selected. 
Respondents were randomly selected to answerthe questionnaire This is a pilot study. The 
quantitative data were analyzed descriptively using SPSS version 24. 
4.0 LITERATURE REVIEW 
Patriotism is a state of emotion and is associated with citizenship. Emotional patriotism is 
born in every citizen because of their love, pride, charm and pride in their homeland. 
However, forms of patriotism can change over time and circumstances. However, the 
meaning of patriotism remains a feeling of love for the homeland (Sarjit S. Gill, Mohd 
Rahimi Ramli, Ahmad Tarmizi Talib, 2015). Studies relating to the elements of patriotism 
have been carried out both at home and abroad looking at patriotism from various 
perspectives. 
Mahat Jamal (2015) explains that the spirit of patriotism can also be nurtured through songs 
of patriotism. This paper examines youth's perceptions and understandings of the spirit of 
patriotism applied through patriotic songs in various stages of social activities and programs. 
This study focuses on patriotic songs played on the Sabah RTM radio funnel and interviews 
with some youths in Sabah. The study showed that almost all of the respondents were 
exposed to patriotic songs during primary school. Respondents also agreed that the spirit of 
patriotism and nationalism needed to be nurturedand integrated from pre-school level, leading 
to the nature of schooling to university. Thus, the instinct of pride in dignity, self and love of 
the nation can be preserved through the appreciation of patriotic culture through patriotic 
songs. During the 50s and 60s the Malaysian National Anthem "NEGARAKU" was not only 
sung at every rally in primary and secondary schools but also played in cinemas before and 
after the release of a movie. This shows that the people of that era had a higher patriotic 
awareness than the people of the 70s and later. The students were emphasized on the 
importance of patriotic spirit so that when they heard the song "NEGARAKU" through the 
radio funnel, they stood in awe of it even in public. 
Mohammad Haris Abd Azis (2016) also discusses the superiority and value of patriotic songs 
based on the aspect of word selection in the lyrics and the appropriateness of the musical 
elements. Patriotic songs are seen as one of the bridges in the direction of the artist's 
manifestation in realizing and instilling this spirit in the soul of the listener. The production of 
patriotic songs demands that its creators see clearly the importance of elevating these songs to 
the clear meaning and purpose of their creation. In light of this suggestion, a paradigm shift 
needs to be introduced to explore aspects of word selection based on the "Adjective Word" in 
the lyrics / lyrics of patriotic songs and the musical elements that underlie it to stimulate the 
motivation and feelings of patriotic spirit in the listeners' souls. In other words, this paper 
aims to see the power of words in injecting patriotic spirit among every Malaysian. 
Adaptations of patriotic songs have to be taken into account as today's generation has a very 
different mentality than previous generations. Nevertheless, the integrity of the values 
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associated with patriotism have never been undermined to ensure that a superior patriotic 
work is still relevant today. 
According to Jeniri Amir (2013) in a book entitled "Bahasa Melayu Dari Bawah" is also no 
denying that the Malay language as the official language and is the national language which 
plays a significant role in creating social cohesion and multi-ethnic society that is united. It is 
an instrument to bind souls and minds of the people. Indeed, the Malay language is a symbol 
of national identity. No other language can overtake the role and importance of the Malay 
language in this country. Malay language can be used as a tool capable of undermining the 
unity and cohesion of the barrier wall. Communication and understanding among the various 
ethnic communities can be nurtured and strengthened using the Malay language. Without the 
language that most people understand and understand, it would be impossible to foster 
understanding, and thus sociopolitical stability. That is why the Malay language was chosen 
as the language of instruction in the education system of the country. The objectives of the 
National Education Policy are set out in the introduction of the Education Act 1961, which is 
to unify multi-ethnic school children. This is reiterated in the Razak Report 1956. Since then, 
the aim of the study has been to emphasize the unity of students of various ethnicities. 
Ruhanie Haji Ahmad (2005) argues that Malaysians should respect the National Emblem as it 
is a national identity of Malaysia and a catalyst for patriotic spirit in every Malaysian. 
Patriotism creates a sense of pride in the nation by respecting the nation's emblem of the 
State. It is also a matter of pride for the people and guarantees the sovereignty of the nation. 
 
5.0 HISTORY OF MALAYSIAN NATIONAL SYMBOLS 
The five elements that symbolize Malaysia's national identity are the National Emblem, 
National Anthem, National Flag, National Flower and National Language. 
 
a) Jata Negara Malaysia – The National Emblem 
Jata Negara Malaysiaor the National Emblem is the symbol of the Federation of Malaya was 
admitted and reported by the Malay Rulers on May 30, 1952. The design of the National 
Emblem was undertaken by the Department of Survey using six colors. The original version 
of the National Emblem we ever used since the days of the Kingdom of the Federation of 
Malaya originally involved four states of Pahang, Perak, Selangor and Negeri Sembilan. The 
National Emblem was introduced in 1895. The motto was written in Javanese language, 
"Dipelihara Allah" (Under Allah's Protection). 
After the Federal Government was formed in 1948, the National Emblem was changed with 
the addition of a few states in the federal government. Crown symbols are changed to moon 
and star symbols. The shield consists of 5 daggers and emblems of Penang (Princess of Wales 
feathers) and Melaka (A Famosa). The motto is changed to “Bersekutu Nertambah Mutu.” 
Both were written in Malay (Jawi) and in English. 
The emblem of the state was changed a second time after the merger of the Federal 
Government of Malaysia, Singapore, Sabah and Sarawak as these states were placed under 
the shield. The symbols of Malacca and Penang were changed to pinang and malacca trees. It 
was only introduced in 1963 and lasted two years later. After Singapore left the alliance, the 
emblem was replaced by the abolition of the Singapore emblem. The floral emblem was 
replaced. The state of affairs has been modified by the design of two more realistic tiger 
species. Little change in the state symbols of Sarawak, Penang and Sabah. The most recent 
state symbol is used to this day. 
Every country has an emblem that symbolizes the integrity of its establishment as a symbolic 
display. The same goes for our beloved homeland, Malaysia. Each image brings a sense of 
meaning to the Malaysian system of government. Jata Negara (National Emblem) has 
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actually meant the consolidation and the formation of the Federation of Malaya (Malaysia 
Information Department, 2017). 
. 
b) NEGARAKU – The National Anthem 
The second symbol of the nation that serves as a unifying force is the NEGARAKU, the 
National Anthem. NEGARAKU lyrics are as below: 
Negaraku 
Tanah tumpahnya darahku, 
Rakyat hidup 









NEGARAKUplays an important role in inviting people of all races, religions and societies to 
live together and to pursue progress. In addition, this song also seeks the mercy and 
happiness of Allah Almighty for the well-being of the king, people and beloved nation of 
Malaysia. The key point is that all people regardless of religion and race still have one song 
to play. 
NEGARAKU was originally following the moderato tune just as most somgs of the rest of the 
world. However, in line with the country's socio-economic development, on August 30, 1993, 
in conjunction with the National Day of 1993 celebration, the government changed its pace to 
a faster and more vibrant march. Malaysians who love the country and the king need to know 
more and more about the meaning of the words and songs of NEGARAKU so that they can 
be more patriotic and love the country. 
In 1956 all the states of Malaya had their own anthem. However, there is not yet a national 
song that covers the entire country. At that time Malaya was on the verge of independence so 
it was appropriate to have a national anthem of its own. Thus a decision was made to obtain a 
patriotic national song that covers the entire country. YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman, who was 
the Chief Minister and the Home Minister at that time, made the decision to make a national 
anthem before independence. Following this resolution, a committee was formed to obtain a 
national anthem suitable for the free Malaya (Department of Information Malaysia, 2017). 
YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman proposes a national song-making competition. This proposal 
was approved and implemented. The competition was not only limited to the people of 
Malaya but was opened worldwide and produced 514 songs from around the world. To elect 
it a committee was formed, to make a careful and thorough selection. The selection 
committee consists of: 
Chairman: 
1. YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra AlHaj 
Members: 
2. Tuan Haji Mustafa Albakri, the Keeper of the Rulers, representative of the Kings. 
3. Dato 'Abdul Razak Hussein, Minister of Education. 
4. Mr. Ya'akob Latiff, Director of Information. 
5. Mr. D. S. P. Croft, Music Director, Federal Police Band. 
6. Capt. Lenthal, Director of Music, the Malay Regiment. 
7. Mr. A. T. Read, Director of Radio Broadcasting. 
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The committee was fully committed to its work. They researched every song they received. 
However, the Committee was of the opinion that no single song out of 514 songs was 
considered appropriate for national song. The committee then decided that another way to get 
a good national anthem would be to invite some of the best known composers to create it. 
The committee therefore decided to invite several internationally renowned composers to 
create a national anthem. Those invited specifically to compose this national anthem include: 
1. Benjamin Britten 
2. Sir William Walton 
3. Carlo Menetti 
4. Zubir Said 
 
They compiled and created a number of national songs for review by a panel of special 
judges for consideration. The panel of judges felt that the songs produced were of high 
quality but still felt that no song could be considered suitable for the national song. 
After a number of well-known composers been invited and still have yet to find a suitable 
song, the Committee then decided to hear all the existing state songs. The purpose was to 
determine whether among the country's great songs are suitable for national singing. After 
hearing all the songs of the states, the Committee decided that the Perak State Anthem is best 
suited to be the national anthem. Thus the song became an independent National Anthem of 
Malaya and finally the National Anthem of Malaysia. The composition of the national 
anthem was co-authored by the Panel of Judges in which YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman played 
an important role. A ceremony in recognition of the selection of the national anthem for the 
Federation of Malaya's independence was held on August 5, 1957 at the Board of Police 
Depot, Kuala Lumpur (National Archives). 
 
c) National Flag 
It is common knowledge that flags are a symbol of pride in the identity of an institution, 
government or nation. Raising flags may seem simple, but they are not something that can be 
taken lightly. By raising a flag in an area, it implies that the area belongs to an organization or 
government. 
The use of flags as symbols of identity is not something new but has been used for hundreds 
of years. The flag was first used as a symbol of a government dating back to the year 1000 
AD. The Malaysian flag, or more commonly known as the Jalur Gemilang, is the work of a 
Johor government architect, Mohamed Hamzah (Muhammad Faris Zaidi, 4 September 2017). 
The flag is often associated with the symbol of leadership, honor, dignity and element of 
sovereignty. The feeling of pride in the motherland is expressed through the use of flags. The 
flag is also defined as a piece of fabric that is displayed to show signs and symbols of 
existenceand is also known torches. The history of the Malaysian flag began when the 
Conference of Rulers Federation of Malaya formed a committee in 1949 to consider and 
make recommendations relating to the flag of the Federation of Malaya (Malaysia 
Information Department, August 2010). 
Federation of Malaya’s flag was first flown in flag-raising ceremony organized by the British 
High Commissioner on May 26, 1950 at the Palace of the Sultan of Selangor. The ceremony 
was attended by His Royal Highness (HRH) Rulers and officers of King George VI. The 
merger of Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore with the Federation of the Malay Land, gave birth 
to a new nation; Malaysia. The Federation of Malaya’s flag was modified to take into account 
the addition of these states which was made of lines and stars bursting from 11 to 14, which 
represent the 14 states in Malaysia (Jalur Gemilang, 2008: 14). On the eve of August 31, 
1997 in conjunction with the country's 40th Independence Day, Prime Minister Tun Mahathir 
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bin Mohamad declared the Malaysian flag as the Glorious Path or Jalur Gemilang, in Dataran 
Merdeka, Kuala Lumpur (http://www.malaysiancoin.com/2013/09/search) -flag-malaysia-
path-glitter.html). The fifth Malaysian Prime Minister Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said: 
“Indeed, the appreciation of the Jalur Gemilang, the emblem of equality, unity and 
sovereignty of Malaysia is a catalyst for perfectionism to continue to excel and shine” 
(Jalur Gemilang, 2008: ii). 
 
d) National Flower 
The history of the national flower began in late 1958, when the Ministry of Agriculture 
proposed seven varieties of flowers: Kenanga Flower, Hibiscus Flower, Lilies, Lotus Flower, 
Rose, Cempaka and Cape Flower. Based on considerations from various aspects, the cabinet 
decided to choose the hibiscus flower as the National Flower because the hibiscus flower has 
large, wide and elongated petals. The name Hibiscus has been known in Malaya for a long 
time by one name only (Department of Information, 2010: 9). 
In this regard, the hibiscus flower continue to be an inspiration in shaping the nation's 
identity. By name and appearance, the hibiscus flowers are used to symbolize the identity of 
the National Emblem, logos, badges, flags, embroidery, stamps, residential parks, roads, 
buildings, paper and coins. In addition, its five-petal nature is linked to the five principles of 
the Rukun Negara introduced in 1970. 
In 1960, the Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj has declared Hibiscus 
scientific name Hibiscus Rosa-Sinesis as the National Flower of the Federation of Malaya 
when opening the exhibition; Malayan Agro-Horticultural Association (MAHA) at the Turf 
Club, Selangor (Flower Raya, 2010: 5). 
In addition, the hibiscus flower also known as Bunga Rayabecame the rhythms of the Malay 
Ghazal in the state of Johor. 
Bunga Raya bunga yang indah, 
  Di mana ditanam hidupnya mudah, 
  Kembang berseri dipandang indah, 
  Sekali di pandang rasa tak sudah, 
   Ia bunga jadi pilihan, 
   Disebut orang tidak berkesudahan, 
   Diberi gelaran oleh kerajaan, 
   Bunga Raya Bunga Kebangsaan. 
 
(The lyrics of the Johor Malay Ghazal: Extracted from the Johor Heritage Foundation 
Collection, http://www.ywj.gov.my/pusat-dokumentasi-johor/) 
 
e) National Language 
Before the Second World War, in the majority Malay states, especially former unfederated 
Malay states of Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan, Terengganu and Johor, Malay language was widely 
used for official purposes such as meetings, correspondence, writing minutes, in legal 
proceedings and judicial. For example, in a letter dated May 11, 1914, Sultan Ibrahim, Sultan 
of Johor, in writing to Sir Arthur Young, Governor of Singapore, wrote: 
"Beta juga perlu meminta penerimaan Yang Dipertuan terhadap prinsip bahawa 
bahasa Melayu dan Inggeris harus diterima sebagai bahasa rasmi untuk digunakan 
di dalam mahkamah keadilan beta dan di dalam semua jabatan kerajaan beta. 
International Journal of Advanced Science and Technology 
Vol. 29, No. 7s, (2020), pp. 802-814 
 
808 ISSN: 2005-4238 IJAST  
Copyright ⓒ 2020 SERSC 
 
 
Berhubung dengan penulisan bahasa Melayu huruf Jawi perlu diberikan 
pengiktirafan rasmi ini" 
(Tun Mohd Salleh Abas, 2006: 49-50). 
 
Tome Pires wrote and stated that "... di pelabuhan Melaka biasanya terdapat lapan puluh 
empat bahasa digunakan, tiap-tiap satu berlainan..." (Zainal Abidin b. Abdul Wahid, 2008: 
124). This fact illustrates the importance of English as the lingua franca. J.T. Thomson, an 
official of the Singapore government surveyor who also became a disciple of the Malay 
language to Abdullah expressed amazement about the attitude of the people of Melaka 
consisting of various races. According to him, the people of Melaka consisting of all colors, 
shapes and facial hair and still be able to use multilingual living in harmony with the use of a 
common language, namely the Malay language. 
Since the Malay language is used for so long as the official language and communication and 
correspondence it was agreed by leaders of the various communities in the country to make it 
the national language of the Federation of Malaysia,which obtained independence in 1957. In 
fact, the consensus of the highest was recorded in the form of documents and the Constitution 
is stipulated in Article 152, para 1 as the language of the federation of Malaya or Malaysia's 
independence (Mardiana Nordin & Hasnah Hussiin, 2014: 260). 
Consequently, the Malay language was used as a language of instruction in schools and 
became the official language in all government agencies, including in court. Obviously the 
Malay language has been recognized by all the major languages and can be used together to 
achieve unity (https://pppnukm.wordpress.com/bahasa-kebangsaan/). 
All Malaysians should continue to uphold and preserve the Malay language as have been 
used from a long time ago. Rulers from Durbar Meeting in 1903 raised the question of the 
recognition of the Malay language as the official language. When signing the agreement 
forming the Federation of Malaya on August 5, 1957, the Malay Rulers fixed seven wills, one 
of which is language-related affect 'We fix the national language as Bahasa Melayu' (Abdul 
Aziz Bari, 2006: 20). Upholding the Malay language should be the main agenda of policy 
makers and implementers in line with the requirements of Article 152 of the Federal 
Constitution and the National Language Act (Act 32) 1963/67 (Muhammad Arif Mohd 
Hashim, 2017). 
 
6.0 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
This section discusses information relevant to respondents' overall demographics. Among the 
respondents' information obtained was gender, age, and ethnicity. Further discussion of the 
findings of the study is also detailed in accordance with the objective of the study. The 
findings of this study are the result of a preliminary survey of selected students at public and 
private institutions of higher learning in Peninsular Malaysia. A total of 150 students were 
randomly selected to answer the questionnaire.  
 
a) Respondent Demographics 
Respondents' demographic discussions included items namely; gender, age and ethnicity. 
i) Gender 
The respondents involved in answering the questionnaire at this stage of the study were 91 
female students with 60.7% and 59 male students with 39.3%. As shown in Figure 1. 
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Age Frequency Percentage 
18-20 95 63.3 
21-22 34 22.7 
23-24 16 10.7 




Total 150 100.0 
 
Figure 2: Age 
 
Most of the respondents were in the age group between 18-20 and 95 with 63.3%. At this age, 
respondents are in year 1 of undergraduate studies. While the second highest number was at 
the age of 21-22 years, 22.7% was equivalent to 34 respondents. The median age between 23-
24 years is 16 people with 10.7%. For the age group of 25-26 years 3 (2.0%). The lowest age 
group is 27 years and above indicating 2 people with 1.3%. 
 
iii) Ethnicity 
Figure 3 describes the ethnic distribution of respondents who answered the questionnaire. 
The highest percentage of respondents ethnic recorded are ethnic Malays at 49.3% equivalent 
to 74 people. The second largest respondents were Chinese ethnicity with 43 people equaling 
28.7%. Other ethnic groups, especially those from Sabah and Sarawak such as Melanau, Sino 
Kadazan, Dusun and Iban, accounted for 17.3% with 26 respondents. Other ethnic groups 






        FEMALE 
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Figure 3: Etnicity 
 
b) The Student's Concerns Against Symbols of Citizenship as Malaysian Identity 
The degree to which students care about symbols of nationality as Malaysian identities is 
analyzed using a descriptive statistical method. Mean interpretation of students' level of care 
based on Table 1. 
 
Mean Score Mean Interpretation 
1.00 – 2.00 Low 
2.01 – 3.00 Intermediate Low 
3.01- 4.00 Intermediate High 
4.01 – 5.00 High 
 
Table 1: Mean Interpretation (Nunnally, 1997) 
 
The results of the study on students' level of awareness of national symbols as a Malaysian 
identity recorded 9 items of high mean interpretation value between 4.01 and 4.67. The 
National Anthem of Malaysia called ‘NEGARAKU' recorded the highest mean value of 4.67. 
This is followed by the second item with respect to the Malay language as the main medium 
of instruction in the national education system as being very meaningful in the goal towards 
nation building process (mean = 4:35). Meanwhile, the 14-point star item in the National 
Emblem represented 14 allied states in Malaysia (mean = 4.17) in the top three. The fourth 
item in the high category was 373 employees participating in the Federal flag design 
competition organized by the Federal Consultative Council (mean = 4.09). Next, the fifth 
item is the Malay language closely related to other ethnic languages spoken in the 
archipelago (mean = 4.07). Following the sixth item of high rank associated with the First 
Prime Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj declared the flower as National Flower 
on July 28, 1960 (mean = 4.06). The findings on items related to the Education Ordinance 
1957 to explain the Malay language as a means to enhance the understanding of social 
cohesion plural (mean = 4.05) was also high. The results in high levels of the Malay language 
use being wide spread with the emergence of Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka (DBP) and 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) (mean = 4:04). The ninth high note (4.01) is that the 
national flower is selected as the National Flower because it is easy to find and not the 
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Subsequent discussions related to the findings of the study on students' level of concern for 
symbols of nationality as Malaysian identities recorded eleven high meanings of mean values 
between 3.45 and 3.91. First, the name of the Malaysian Flag was changed to the Jalur 
Gemilang in 1997 in conjunction with the 40th Independence Day (mean = 3.91). This is 
followed by two items that record the same meanings of 3.80 on the Malaysian flag created 
by Johor architect Mohamed bin Hamzah and Flowers were registered as national heritage 
objects under the National Heritage Objects category in 2007, as enshrined in the National 
Heritage Act 2005. Likewise the item NEGARAKU Song was invented by Mr. Saiful Bahri 
in 1957 and NEGARAKU Song was selected from Perak's official state song 'Bright Moon' 
which also received the same mean interpretation value of 3.75. Following the item in 1958, 
the Ministry of Agriculture presented seven varieties of flowers to be selected as National 
Flowers, namely, flower, ginger, blossom, flower, lotus, rose and cape (min = 3.71). While 
items Jata Negara Malaysia was established by the Malay Rulers on May 30, 1952 and in 
1949, a committee was established with the approval of the Council of the Malay Rulers to 
make recommendations on the design of the flag of the Federation of Malaya's new record 
whether (mean = 3.67 ). Subsequently the National Assembly items were changed four times 
in the years 1895, 1948, 1963 and 1965 (min = 3.57). Similarly, the National Joint Design 
item was developed by the Department of Survey using six color coding (mean = 3.56). The 
mean interpretation value (3.45) is the lowest in the high-moderate category of NEGARAKU 
song items originating from Mahe Island in the Seychelles Islands brought back by King 
Abdullah. 
Malaysians who love and are loyal to the country should have a high level of awareness and 
care for each country's identity. National order is one of the identities of the nation that needs 
to be cherished and preserved. The national code is also the official symbol of the country 
that needs to be acknowledged and displayed at government offices or at any particular 
business premises. This is not only a symbol of Malaysia but also a pride of the people to 
tourists and all over the world. This symbolism also implies a nation's ambitions and insights 
into the power and sovereignty of the nation. It also symbolizes the prosperity and prosperity 
of Malaysians of various races (https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/141398. August 20, 
2010). 
Furthermore, the Jalur Gemilang flying activity is a symbol of our love for the country. The 
flag is the emblem of a nation that should be fluttering in homes, schools, offices and even on 
vehicles. It is through this spirit of love that the nation can be preserved in the souls of every 
citizen. Flying the Glorious Path is not confined to political holdings. Independence is the 
symbol of a country's sovereignty (Aminuddin Mansor, September 4, 2018). 
When the Federation of Malaya Independence was approved on August 31 1957.Ini mean, 
Malaysia has legally become a free and independent country. On that historic day, the 
Federation of Malaya flag was raised to the accompaniment of the national anthem 
"NEGARAKU" which was played for the first time to mark the opening of a new nation. To 
this day the song "NEGARAKU" is sung and sung with patriotic enthusiasm. The tradition of 
singing patriotic songs among Malaysians continues with the creation of increasingly 
patriotic songs after independence. The aim is to ensure that the values of patriotism 
emphasized through the lyrics or lyrics of the song will be easily sown and planted firmly in 
the hearts of all the people (Mohammad Haris Abd Azis, 25-27 October 2016). 
The hibiscus as a national flower is expected to educate and draw the younger generation to 
one of the symbols of national pride that is a significant part of the people's unity, inspiring 
the formation of national identity, glory and national glory. As a token of appreciation, he 
said each state would receive a souvenir of promotional materials on flowers, including 
compact discs of flowers, pins and books. The flower is also used as a symbol of national 
pride by making it a symbol on the logos, badges, flags, stamps, police medals and also 
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translated into Malaysian coins and coins. Interest was chosen because the color red 
symbolizes the political and economic strength and a symbol of courage, while the five petals 
linked to the five principles of the Rukun Negara which is one of the elements of national 
unity and establish a fair and just society (Utusan Melayu Online, October 1, 2010). 
Next, in our quest for a developed nation, we want to see first-class society, in first-class 
country. In the progress of the world's infrastructure and first classfacilities, we want this 
country to be inhabited by people who know how to respect the Malay language as the bridge 
that joins and promotes community integration in various community groups as well as being 
permanent as the national language, the official language and the language of science. The 
use and mastery of language as a means of communication and unity to understand one 
another is to symbolize the identity of a nation and the basis for forming a unity of race and 
nation (Muhammad Arif Mohd Hashim, July 13, 2017). 
In conclusion, the overall mean interpretation for students' level of regard for national 
symbols as a Malaysian identity was moderately high (mean = 3.91). This requires an 
ongoing effort to create awareness among students about the symbols of Malaysian national 
identity that promotes national identity of Malaysia. The students will be the heirs and leaders 
of the nation. These groups play an important role in ensuring that the sovereignty of the 
nation is maintained by promoting patriotism and social harmony. The study of Nazri Muslim 
and Jamsari Alias  (2002) shows that the spirit of patriotism shown by previous generations 
who are willing to sacrifice in order to defend the country is the best example to guide. Even 
history should be interpreted as there is an inherent meaning behind historical events, to serve 
as a guide for the future. 
The classic work of the independence fighter, Dr. Burhanudin al-Helmi can give meaning to 
independence. 
Di atas robohan Kota Melaka, 
Kita dirikan jiwa merdeka, 
Bersatu-padulah segenap baka, 
Membela hak keadilan pusaka. 
   (Ahmad Zaharuddin Sani Ahmad Sabri,18 September 2014). 
 
7.0 CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the level of awareness of IPT students on the symbols of nationality as a 
Malaysian identity is at an all-time high. National symbols such as the National Emblem, 
National Anthem, National Flag, National Flower and National Language are the identities of 
the Malaysian nation in the eyes of the world. Appreciate, understand and care about the 
meaning and history of recognition of these symbols of nationality should be present in every 
Malaysian citizen. The findings of this study indicate that the need for continuous efforts by 
all parties to raise awareness of the students who are the beneficiaries of the nation's leading 
development continues to be elevated. The steps that have been set up in the past need to be 
enhanced to the students by the teachers more creatively since elementary school. This is in 
line with the adage, 'melentur buluh biarlah dari rebungnya(bounce the bamboo out of the 
stump).' For example, most large organizations and the private sector have used symbols of 
this symbolism in their logos such as Proton, Maybank, University of Malaya, National 
University of Malaysia and National Film Malaysia. 
In addition, Malaysians need to practice a culture of tolerance and solidarity in maintaining 
the national identity. As the symbol of the country's pride is always on display, it must be a 
consensus among Malaysians. This is important as it enhances the spirit of unity and 
strengthens relationships between races and ethnic groups. This is because the national 
identity reflects the pride of the citizens and the sovereignty of the nation. 
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Patriotism also relies heavily on symbolic acts, such as holding flags, singing national 
anthems, participating in mass gatherings, putting patriotic stickers on vehicles, or any other 
means of expressing loyalty to the nation at large. Without realizing, patriotism plays a very 
important role in every citizen of Malaysia in maintaining the independence we have 
achieved so far. Among the signs of patriotism are the building of mutual understanding and 
inter-racial unity, a catalyst for national progress and a strategic investment in national 
security to achieve mutual understanding. 
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